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Objective(s)
‣ Present an an innovative and accessible tool for 

presentation of scholarly research using temporal and 
spatial vectors; 

‣ Engage in free and informal discussion about how it 
might be employed in your own research; 

‣ Inspire and Imagine.



Agenda
‣ Open Knowledge Foundation 
‣ Temporal Data Visualisation  
‣ Spatial Data Visualisation 
‣ Digital Narrative 
‣ Looking and Playing with TimeMapper  
‣ Discussion



Open Knowledge Foundation
‣ Open Knowledge is a worldwide non-profit network of 

people passionate about openness, using advocacy, 
technology and training to unlock information and 
enable people to work with it to create and share 
knowledge. 

‣ Open Knowledge Labs : Tools and Insights using OD 
‣ Open Source —> Open Data + Open Content + Open Code

http://www.apple.com


Open Knowledge Labs Projects



Collaboration +     Engagement



Temporal Data Visualisation 
‣ A Timeline typically displays a series of events in 

chronological order; 
‣ A wealth of tools that allow for combinations of text, images, 

video and sound;  
‣ Are not constrained to monosequencential time; 
‣ Moved beyond static to dynamic and interactive.



Anne Frank Timeline

http://www.annefrank.org/en/Subsites/Timeline/Inter-war-period-1918-1939/Emigrating-to-The-Netherlands/#!/en/Subsites/Timeline/Inter-war-period-1918-1939/Emigrating-to-The-Netherlands/


http://www.chronozoom.com/cern/#/t29b28831-5999-46ae-a724-636d23eb1e99@x=0&y=0&w=2.6311945029919452&h=1.0751879699248108


Ingredients for Timeline JS
‣ A Google Drive Account 
‣ An Online Storage Space for Media 
‣ Data 
‣ Start and End Dates 
‣ Headline 
‣ Content 
‣ Text 
‣ Media 

‣ A Conceptual Map



A Workshop

http://digitalnomad.ie/timelinejs3-in-action/


Tips & tricks
1.Keep it short, and write each event as a part of a larger 

narrative. 

2.Pick stories that have a strong chronological narrative. It 
does not work well for stories that need to jump around 
in the timeline (that’s what Storymap JS is for). 

3.Include events that build up to major occurrences — not 
just the major events.



Spatial Data Visualisation
‣ Typically Places or Events arranged in referenced space; 
‣ i.e. points on a map 
‣ Challenged by projection and perception



A Quick Example Spatial Visualisation

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/1bd7211a56319d91ba9058407ca39f00/the-mcateer-family-and-their-guelph-hotel-odyssey/index.html
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What is TimeMapper?
‣ TimeMapper is an open-source project of Open 

Knowledge Foundation Labs. 
‣ It uses open-source components including TimelineJS, 

ReclineJS, Leaflet, Backbone and Bootstrap to allow for 
create of a deep temporal and spatial narrative to embed 
into your own site 

‣ It leverages TimelineJS that we have already seen and 
presents the combination a little bit differently than 
StoryMapJS



What do you need to use TimeMapper
‣ A Google account; 
‣ Shareable, rich media: 
‣ Flickr, 
‣ YouTube, 
‣ Vimeo, 
‣ Twitter 
‣  Wikipedia, etc. 
‣ A concept/story map



What’s Cool about TimeMapper
‣ It’s OpenSource; 
‣ Easy to use; 
‣ Can Deploy on your own site; 
‣ Easily deployed into a blog; 
‣ Your own your own data; 

‣ And - it combines Spatial and Temporal Storytelling



3 Steps
1. Create a Google Sheet 
• Add your dates and places to a Google Spreadsheet. 

2. Connect and Customize 
• Connect your spreadsheet with TimeMapper and customize 

the results. 
3. Publish, Embed and Share



TimeMapper in Action

http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org/qubdh/copy-of-timemapper-template


Step 1 Assemble Data
‣ What data do you need? 
‣ What types of data can you add? 
‣ What tools can you use to collect?



Step 2 Create Google Sheet

http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org


Step 3 Share and Publish the Google Sheet



Step 4 Connect to the Data

http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org


Step 5 Configure



Step 6 Publish the TimeMap



Let’s Make a TimeMap 
http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org

http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org


Add Data to the Google Spreadsheet
‣ I have created a TimeMapper Template for us: 

‣ https://goo.gl/SmBXm9 

‣ We will all complete a row in the spreadsheet  
‣ Then we can publish it and see the results 

‣ Add yourself to the map … add your birthday, a short 
biography (description) and an image to the spreadsheet 
and your place of birth lie if you want to ;-)



Spreadsheet Contents

Let’s each create that birthday event



Choose an Image from:
‣ flickr.com 
‣ plus.google.com 
‣ bing.com 

‣ ora any other publicly accessible source.

http://flickr.com
http://plus.google.com
http://bing.com


Getting a Long and Lat using Google Map



Summarising
‣ Neatline 
‣ Exhibit 

‣ Flexibility 
‣ Level of Development 
‣ Cost 
‣ Data Sharing 

‣ Timeline JS 
‣ Juxtapose JS 
‣ Storymap JS 
‣ ESRI Story Map

http://timeline.knightlab.com
http://juxtapose.knightlab.com/#help
http://storymap.kinightlab.com
http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/app-list/map-tour/
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