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Objective(s)
‣ Present an overview of five innovative and accessible 

tools enabling analysis and presentation of scholarly 
research using temporal and spatial means; 

‣ Engage in free and informal discussion about how these 
might be employed in your own research; 

‣ Inspire and Imagine.



Ingredients
‣ Data - with time/date, location and description 
‣ Google Account 
‣ Twitter Account (optional but recommended)



Agenda
‣ Looking at TimelineJS  
‣ Looking at StoryMapJS 
‣ StoryMapJS Hands-On 
‣ Strengths, Weaknesses & Interoperability 
‣ Discussion



Building on Scholarly Primitives
‣ Capture 
‣ Creation 
‣ Enrichment 
‣ Analysis 
‣ Interpretation 
‣ Dissemination 
‣ Storage 
‣ Meta-Activities



Collaboration +     Engagement



So What? 
Why are You Here?
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http://kindred.stanford.edu
http://kindred.stanford.edu


Knight Lab - Northwestern University
‣ the Lab makes technology that aims to help make 

information meaningful and promotes quality 
storytelling on the Internet. 

‣ technologists, journalists, designers and educators 
‣ news media innovation through exploration, 

experimentation



Problem
‣ Journalism is still struggling with its digitally-focused 

future. Technologists are winning at media technology 
innovation, but they do not understand “journalism.” 
Worse, many journalists barely understand how the 
Internet works, let alone how to get the most out of 
storytelling on the web. 

‣ Enter Knight Lab 
‣ 8 faculty, 20 + students and 7 staff members



Knight Lab at Work

http://projects.knightlab.com

http://projects.knightlab.com
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Timeline JS 3

timeline.knightlab.com 
A Storytelling Timeline built in 

JavaScript
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Timeline JS
‣ TimelineJS is an open-source tool that enables anyone to 

build visually rich, interactive timelines.  
‣ Beginners can create a timeline using nothing more than a 

Google spreadsheet.  
‣ Experts can use their JSON skills to create custom 

installations, while keeping TimelineJS's core look and 
functionality. 

‣ It can pull in media from a variety of sources and has built-in 
support for Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, Vimeo, Vine, Dailymotion, 
Google Maps, Wikipedia, SoundCloud, Document Cloud and 
more!



TimelineJS
‣ Technology 
‣ Objective 
‣ Use 
‣ Ingredients

http://timeline.knightlab.com


TimeLineJS Women in Computing
‣ Is it Graphically pleasing? 
‣ Is the Story Arc Evident? 
‣ Have you worked with anything like this?

http://timeline.knightlab.com


Ingredients for Timeline JS
‣ A Google Drive Account 
‣ An Online Storage Space for Media 
‣ Data 
‣ Start (and End Dates) 
‣ Headline 
‣ Content 
‣ Text 
‣ Media 

‣ A Conceptual Map



Step 1: Get the TimeLine Template



Step 2: Populate and Publish the Template



Step 3: Change Settings 



Step 4: Share it With Your Audience



Let’s Try This
‣ https://goo.gl/B78bXz 

‣ or pop on over to digitalnomad.ie 

‣ Add your birthday date to the timeline (you can lie) 
‣ Add your name as the title  
‣ Add  media if you want to - choose an image from the web 

- maybe you, maybe something else.  :-) and let’s see 
what happens

https://goo.gl/B78bXz
http://digitalnomad.ie


This Workshop

http://digitalnomad.ie/timelinejs3-in-action/


Do With it As You Will

https://github.com/NUKnightLab/TimelineJS3


What’s Cool?
‣ Knight Labs provides a Wizard and Templates; 
‣ Can Embed in your own web page; 
‣ Can Embed in a WordPress Blog (Plug-In); 
‣ Can choose from a variety of Map Appearances; 
‣ Can create a unique and persistent URL; 
‣ You can modify appearance as you gain familiarity; 
‣ Data is stored on your own service in your own space; 
‣ It’s OpenSource.



Tips & tricks
1.Keep it short, and write each event as a part of a larger 

narrative. 

2.Pick stories that have a strong chronological narrative. It 
does not work well for stories that need to jump around 
in the timeline (that’s what Storymap JS is for). 

3.Include events that build up to major occurrences — not 
just the major events.



Alternatives
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StoryMapJS
‣ Javascript-based 
‣ What does it do? 
‣ How can I use it? 
‣ Whos is using it? 
‣ What else does this? 
‣ What do I need to use it?



StoryMapJS Case Study

http://extras.thetimes.co.uk/public/2014/maps/25-02/Yanukovych_storymap.html


What is Gigapixel?

https://storymap.knightlab.com/gigapixel


What do you need to use Storymap JS
‣ A Google account; 
‣ Shareable, rich media: 
‣ Flickr, 
‣ YouTube, 
‣ Vimeo, 
‣ Twitter 
‣  Wikipedia, etc. 
‣ A concept/story map 
‣ GigaPixel is slightly more challenging as it needs Tiles.



Step 1: Create a StoryMap
‣ Go to storymap.knightlab.com 
‣ Login with your Google Credentials - Why?

http://storymap.knightlab.com


Step 2: Give Your StoryMap a Name



The Creation Space
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Step 3: Setting Your Options



Step 4: Share Settings



Step 5:  Working With the Title Slide



Step 6:  Working With the Title Slide



Step 6:  Working With the Title Slide



Step 6:  Working With the Title Slide



Step 7: Create a New Slide



A Handy Example

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/1bd7211a56319d91ba9058407ca39f00/the-mcateer-family-and-their-guelph-hotel-odyssey/index.html


Step 8: Sharing Your StoryMap 



Step 8: Sharing Your StoryMap 

http://archive.boston.com/yourtown/salem/salem_halloween_guide/


Getting More Advanced

https://www.mapbox.com/studio/


What’s Cool about Storymap JS
‣ It’s OpenSource; 
‣ Easy to use; 
‣ Can Deploy on your own site; 
‣ Easily deployed into a blog (wordpress,squarespace,wix); 
‣ Your own your own data.



Tips and Tricks
‣ Some browsers work better than others for editing; 
‣ It’s trying to do a lot in your browser - watch what you 

have running alongside; 
‣ It’s evolving - always test before showing - new features, 

but also new implementations of things you might take 
for granted;
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What is Story Map Tour
‣ A user experience for place-based narratives 
‣ The Story Map Tour app is ideal when you want to 

present a linear, place-based narrative featuring images 
or videos. Each “story point” in the narrative is geo-
located. Users have the option of clicking sequentially 
through the narrative, or they can browse by interacting 
with the map or using the thumbnail carousel.



ESRI Story Map
‣ Where’s It from? 
‣ What’s it based on? 
‣ What does it do? 
‣ How can I use it? 
‣ Whos is using it? 
‣ What else does this? 
‣ What do I need to use it?



EnterTainMaps

http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=b7a562d21b86453eac069ca647485271&webmap=ca1b5723a30b4bfeb6bc72eb5aa42969


What’s Cool about Story Maps Tour
‣ Very robust; 
‣ Well supported; 
‣ Industrial Strength 
‣ Versatile 
‣ Implied time, but linearity and really ‘just’ spatial.



This work by Shawn Day is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License.

OKFN TimeMapper
http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org

http://shawnday.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org


What is TimeMapper?
‣ TimeMapper is an open-source project of Open 

Knowledge Foundation Labs. 
‣ It uses open-source components including TimelineJS, 

ReclineJS, Leaflet, Backbone and Bootstrap to allow for 
create of a deep temporal and spatial narrative to embed 
into your own site 

‣ It leverages TimelineJS that we have already seen and 
presents the combination a little bit differently than 
StoryMapJS



Workshop on 16 March 
for more hands-on experience



Combining the Timeline with a Rich Digital Collection

http://www.hildatweedyarchive.org


Summarising
‣ Flexibility 
‣ Level of Development 
‣ Cost 
‣ Data Sharing 

‣ Timeline JS 
‣ Storymap JS 
‣ ESRI Story Map Tour 
‣ OKFN TimeMapper

http://timeline.knightlab.com
http://storymap.kinightlab.com
http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/app-list/map-tour/
http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org/create


Upcoming Seminars
‣ 11 November - Google Tools for Discovery, Analysis and 

Presentation of Digital Scholarship 
‣ 1 December - Thinking About, Building and Imagining 

your Project’s Goals from a User’s Perspective - 
Conceiving and Developing your Digital Project 

‣ 26 January - Analysing and Presenting Temporal, Spatial 
and Relational Data 

‣ 16 March - Mapping Time and Space using OKFN’s 
TimeMapper
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